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Silk News Letter

| ssue 5

May 2003

I ntroduction

This fifth issue of the Silk News |letter reaches you from Dushanbe in
Taj i ki stan.

2. Status of Silk sites

The problens with the transmt unit have still not been resolved. During
these days an extra filter is being tested in Hanburg and if the tests are
successful the nalfunctioning transmt units will be upgraded with the
new hardware. The hardware difficulties are of great concern for the

Silk ExCo as the countries are entitled to a stable hardware platformfor
their Internet connectivity.

The status per country being connected is as foll ows:

Azerbaijan: in May the Silk NOC was officially inaugurated during a visit
of the Secretary General of NATO Mre information of this opening at:

http://ww. nat o. i nt/docu/ updat e/ 2003/ 05- may/ e0514a. ht m
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Kazakhstan: as the transmtter problemhas not yet been resol ved the
equiprent is still in Hanburg

Kyrgyzstan: shortly after the problemw th the switch has been sol ved

the transnmitter faulted. For the last thre weeks only the west to east |ink
of the connection is operating. For east to west transmssion a fall back
is being used by way of Mbscow.

Turkneni stan: the transmtter problemis also here the cause of further
del ay.

Tajikistan: the transnitter problemexists here as well and operations
can only be continued by resetting the equi pnent every few hours.

In Arnenia, Georgia and Uzbeki stan the equi prent is functioning
nornmally and the users are naking full use of the connectivity. Even
nore than full use as in GCeorgia and Uzbeki stan the avail abl e

bandwi dth is saturated during working hours.

An overview of the use of the Silk connection cannot be given in this
issue of the Silk News Letter, due to the connectivity problens from
Dushanbe.

3. Silk extensions
During the next Silk Board neeting several parties will be present to
di scuss cooperation with Silk. The next News Letter will bring you nore
information of the progress.

CSl Uzbeki stan has announced that they will reserve a considerable

budget for regional connectivity and support of the NREN staff until the
end of 2004. The final decision of this grant was on May 23 and further

details are not yet known. Simlar grants in other countries could al so

be possi bl e.

4. Silk |l ogo contest
The Silk ExCo has selected a Silk logo. This logo will be presented to
the Silk Board during their meeting in Thilisi.

5. Silk exposure
Besides the press attention for the Silk inauguration in Baku
(Azerbaijan) the Silk project was al so pronoted at the TERANA
neeting in Zagreb (Groatia). Peter Kirstein, chairman of the S|k ExCo,
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gave a presentation of the current status of the Silk project. The
attention for the presentation was quite good and it might result in new
partners for the project.

The presentation will be available on the Silk web site as soon as
connectivity permts this.

6. Silk web site
Somre peopl e mght have noticed this: the Silk web site was unavail abl e
for several days. A hack attack on the web server site forced the
technical staff to renove the server fromthe Internet and rebuild the
system including the several sites that were hosted on it.

A working group at the University of Groningen is currently redesigning
the Silk web site. The design is old fashioned and does not neet the
standards of this nonent. W hope to present the new web site before

t he summer.

7. Silk caches
Since recently the Silk cache systens (G sco Content Engines) are in
operation. In the current default situation the bitrate advantage is
approximately 10% |.e.: 10%of the infornmation that is going fromthe
Silk NOC to the country comes fromthe cache. As during working
hours the connection is usually fully saturated this 10%is free extra
bandwi dth. A research is currently being done to see if the cache gain
can be inproved.

Silk project contact information:

Wb page at: ww. sil kproject.org

Copy suggestions to: R F.Janz@RC. RUG NL

drs. RF. Janz
P.O B. 11044

9700 CA Groningen
The Net herl ands

Tel . :

O fice: +31-503638080
Mobi | e: +31-651183196
Fax: +31- 503633406
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